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American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) Projects

This design bulletin provides guidance on preparing projects that are funded with ARRA funds for advertisement.  Particular attention should be paid to the following issues:

1. Monthly Job Reporting

In addition to the annual job creation report for the last full week in July, the Contractor, and all subcontractors, shall submit a monthly report.  A new standard special provision is being issued to implement this requirement.  This standard special provision is titled ARRA Monthly Employment Report and replaces the current standard special provision, Economic Recovery Package Job Creation Reporting Requirements, dated February 26, 2009.  This report will be made on the Form Monthly Employment Report – American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.  A draft of this form will be posted, with instructions, in the CDOT forms catalog at http://www.dot.state.co.us/FormsMgmt/#otherforms . When the final version of the form is complete, it will replace the draft form in the CDOT forms catalog.
2. Annual Job Reporting
In addition to the annual job creation report for the last full week in July, the Contractor, and all subcontractors, shall submit a report for the week of peak employment on the project.  A new standard special provision is being issued to implement this requirement.  It is titled ARRA Peak Employment Job Creation Reporting Requirements.  This report will be made on a modified Form FHWA 1391 which will be posted, with instructions, in the CDOT forms catalog at http://www.dot.state.co.us/FormsMgmt/#otherforms .  
3. Buy American

The ARRA contains “Buy American” requirements.  However, it has been determined that subsection 106.11 of the Standard Specifications adequately covers those requirements, so no change is needed.

4. Special ARRA Sign
A special sign identifying ARRA projects is required to be erected at each major approach to the project.  There will normally be a minimum of two of these signs on the project. However, since there may be special circumstances, the project manager should consult the Region Traffric Engineer on the number and locations of signs. The sign layout consists of two panels, a W21-1a “Workers Sign” sign mounted on an ARRA sign.  Projects located on freeways (the interstate) and expressways will use a 2x2 W21-1a with a 10x8.75 AARA sign.  Projects located on conventional roads will use a 1.5x1.5 W21-1a with a 7x6.75 AARA sign.  Projects located on low-volume roads (less than 400 AADT), and on urban streets with speeds of 25 mph or less will use a 1.5x1.5 W21-1a with a 7x 6.5 AARA sign.

A new Project Detail has been developed for use in fabricating and installing the freeway/expressway sign to allow a temporary installation using timber posts.  Because the crashworthiness of this sign assembly has not been tested, these signs must be installed outside of the clear zone or protected, if feasible.  The alternative to using timber posts would be to use W 6x15 steel beams which requires numerous costly components, including caisson footings.  CDOT Standard Plan S-614-4, Class III Signs (3 sheets) will be used for fabricating and installing the conventional road and the low-volume road/urban street signs. 

These signs will be paid for using bid item 630-80344, Construction Traffic Sign (Special).

The sign layouts and the Project Detail for the freeway/expressway sign can be accessed via the Design and Construction Project Support Web Page at http://www.dot.state.co.us/DesignSupport/.

5. Davis Bacon Wages
As on other federal aid projects, Davis Bacon wages must be paid to workers.  However, on ARRA projects there is no exemption for projects located on roadways classified as local roads or rural minor collectors.  Nor is there an exemption for enhancement projects.  Include the latest version of the standard special provision, U.S. Dept. Of Labor, Davis Bacon Minimum Wages, Colorado General Decision Numbers CO20080014 And CO20080015 Highway Construction on all ARRA projects.  Instructions for use of this special provision will be revised on the standard special provisions web page.

6. Form FHWA 1273
Form FHWA 1273, which is included in the standard special provision Required Contract Provisions – Federal Aid Construction Projects, exempts projects located on roadways classified as local roads or rural minor collectors from the payment of predetermined minimum wages (Davis Bacon).  This exemption does not apply to ARRA projects.  Nor is there an exemption for enhancement projects.  Therefore, an alternative standard special provision that eliminates the exemption is being issued for use on all ARRA projects.  The alternative standard special provision is titled Required Contract Provisions – ARRA Construction Projects.
7. Estimate Cut-off Date
The estimate cut-off date for ARRA projects must be on or before the 25th of the month.  The intent is that the Project Engineer and the project Superintendent verify the quantities early enough and generate the monthly pay estimate so that the estimate can be processed by the Resident Engineer and the Accounting Office and approved by the Region Business Office by the 5th of the following month.  Therefore, a new standard special provision revising subsection 109.06 to require the estimate cut-off date to be on or prior to the 25th is being issued for use on all ARRA projects.  The title of the new standard special provision is Revision of Section 109 – Estimate Cut-off Date on ARRA Projects.

Changes to ARRA projects already advertised required to meet the above requirements should be made by revision under ad.

Standard Special Provisions required for ARRA projects can be accessed at the Design and Construction Project Support Web Page at http://www.dot.state.co.us/DesignSupport/ 

or at the Standard Specifications web page at http://www.dot.state.co.us/DesignSupport/Construction/2005SpecsBook/2005index.htm .

All general questions about the provisions of ARRA not related to a specific project should be directed to Janie Valdez in the Project Development Branch, 303-757-9540.  Questions about a specific ARRA project should be directed to your Area Engineer.


_1298957481.doc
[image: image1.png]<

I B N
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
















